
 

 

               

  

Executive Summary, Oudomxay Province 

 

Oudomxay Province is in the heart of northern Laos. 

It borders China to the north, Phongsaly Province to 

the northeast, Luang Prabang Province to the east 

and southeast, Xayabouly Province to the south and 

southwest, Bokeo Province to the west, and Luang 

Namtha Province to the northwest. Covering an 

area of 15,370 km2 (5,930 sq. ml), the province’s 

topography is mountainous, between 300 and 1,800 

metres (980-5,910 ft.) above sea level. Annual rain 

fall ranges from 1,900 to 2,600 millimetres (75-102 

in.). The average winter temperature is 18 C, while 

during summer months the temperature can climb 

above 30 C. 

Muang Xai is the capital of Oudomxay. It is 

connected to Luang Prabang by Route 1. Oudomxay 

Airport is about 10-minute on foot from Muang Xai 

center. Lao Airlines flies from this airport to 

Vientiane Capital three times a week. 
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Oudomxay is rich in natural resources. 

Approximately 60 rivers flow through its 

territory, offering great potential for 

hydropower development. About 12% of 

Oudomxay’s forests are primary forests, while 

48% are secondary forests. Deposits of salt, 

bronze, zinc, antimony, coal, kaolin, and iron 

have been found in the province. 

In 2011, Oudomxay’s total population was 

307,065 people, nearly half of it was females. 

There are 14 different ethnic groups living in the 

province. Due to its mountainous terrains, the 

majority of Oudomxay residents practice slash-

and-burn agriculture, growing mountain rice. 

Other main crops include cassava, corn, cotton, 

fruits, peanut, soybean, sugarcane, vegetables, 

tea, and tobacco. Major exports include corn, 

onions, watermelons, and tobacco. Animal 

husbandry is widely practiced in rural 

Oudomxay. The province’s meadows and valleys 

are ideal for livestock breeding.  

 



 

 

 

  

Lao PDR, Oudomxay Province. Call Now: +856- 081 212 886 or +856- 081 312 036 

 

Oudomxay has been enjoying spillover tourists from 

surrounding provinces, mainly from Luang Prabang. 

Foreigners stop by, yet the average length of stay is  

short. There have been efforts to boost tourism, 

especially ecotourism, in the province. In 2007, the 

Tourism Department was established in Oudomxay. 

According to the Lao National Tourism Administration, in 

2008, approximately 102,000 tourists visited Oudomxay. 

In 2012, the province had 15 hotels, 62 guesthouses, and 

158 restaurants, most of which were located in Muang 

Xai and Pak Beng (a riverine traffic junction town). In 

2006, the province’s tourism authority became aware of 

Chom Ong Cave, about 45 km from Muang Xai. With a 

length of more than 16 km and up to 50 metres in height, 

it is the largest cave found in northern Laos and one of 

the top 10 in Southeast Asia. In the future, when 

infrastructure allows, the cave will become a main tourist 

attraction in the sub-region. 

The local government is honored to extend an open 

invitation to domestic and foreign business people to 

explore potential environmentally and socially 

sustainable investments in this beautiful province. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

Disclaimer: 

The information in this document (including but not limited to, 

photographs, descriptions, tables, projections and prices) are for 

guidance only. While every effort has been made to offer current and 

reasonable estimates, errors can occur. The investment promotion 

department of the Ministry of Planning and Investment makes no 

warranties or representations as to the accuracy, correctness, 

reliability or otherwise with respect to such information, and assumes 

no liability or responsibility for any errors or omissions in the content 

contained in this document. Within this document you may find links 

or references to third party material and third party web sites. The IPD 

accepts no liability in respect of the contents of such material or sites. 

The IPD should not be taken to be endorsing, publishing, permitting or 

authorizing such materials or sites. The IPD may revise the information 

and resources contained in this document from time to time and 

reserves the right to make such changes without any obligation to 

notify past, current or prospective visitors to this document. 

The content relating to the potential performance of an investment is 

not necessarily a guide to its performance in the future. The value of 

investments or income from them may go down as well as up. Prices 

quoted were based on US dollars when the document was created. 

 

The information contained in this document should not be construed 

as financial, tax, legal or any other professional advice or service. You 

are advised to consult a financial and/or legal professional advisor 

from suitably regulated sources. 

Except where noted otherwise, all material in this document is the 

property of IPD with all rights reserved. Without the prior written 

consent of IPD, no permission is granted to copy, modify, post or frame 

any text, graphics, or logos. 

 

Contact: 

 
Investment Promotion Sector,  

Department of Planning and Investment,  

Oudomxay Province 

Tel : +856- 081 212 886 or +856- 081 312 036 
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